Definition

The Oxford Concise Dictionary, 9 ed., (1995: 1043) defines plagiarism as ‘the act or instance of
plagiarizing, something plagiarized.’ The dictionary then defines plagiarize as ‘take and use (the
thoughts, writings, inventions, and so forth of another person) as one's own; pass off the thoughts, and
so forth of (another person) as one’s own.’

Plagiarism is regarded as a cardinal offense in academia because it constitutes theft of the work of
someone else, which is then purported as the original work of the plagiarist. Plagiarism draws into
disrepute the credibility of the Institution, its faculty, and students; therefore, it is not tolerated.
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