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Plagiarism Policy

St. George's University (SGU) is committed to promoting a culture of scholarship. In doing so, SGU
places a high value on adherence to the principles of academic integrity, honesty, respect for, and
acknowledgement of, the work of others. The submission of work by students is considered an
important part of a continuous process of learning and assessment. It allows for a determination of a
student's achievement of the necessary knowledge and skKills related to their respective academic
qualifications, which are to be achieved in accordance with the principles of academic integrity and
honesty. To this end, students shall not submit or claim the work of others as their own or engage in
any academic activity which provides an academic advantage over one’s peers, by cheating. Plagiarism
is regarded as a dishonest and cardinal offense in academia. As a form of academic misconduct,
plagiarism is considered a breach of the student honour code; therefore, it is not tolerated. Plagiarism
brings into disrepute the credibility of the University, its faculty and students.

Definition

The Oxford Concise Dictionary, 9 ed., (1995: 1043) defines plagiarism as ‘the act or instance of
plagiarizing, something plagiarized. The dictionary then defines plagiarize as ‘take and use (the
thoughts, writings, inventions, and so forth of another person) as one's own; pass off the thoughts and
so forth of (another person) as one’s own.’

Plagiarism can be either intentional or unintentional. (See: https:/Wwww.turnitin.com for the spectrum
of plagiarism practices).

The presentation of work, written or oral, as one’s own can be done from a plurality of sources.

Such sources include, but are not exclusive of, published or unpublished material, the work and ideas of
faculty, students, internet sources, print and digital publications, written and oral opinions and/or
presentations, artwork software, websites or other electronic resources such as artificial intelligence (Al)
eg, ChatGPT.

The following list, while not exclusive, is indicative of the practices that qualify as plagiarism
(See https://mwww.turnitin.com) :

Copying verbatim, entire or substantial portions of paragraphs and sentences, written or oral,
without the use of quotation marks and indicating the source

Paraphrasing entire or substantial portions of paragraphs or sentences of the works of others,
without referencing the source of such words/ideas

Utilizing Al (eg ChatGPT) technology to produce entire or substantial portions of work.

Cutting and pasting paragraphs and/or sentences from various sources and presenting as one's
own work, either in a written or oral format

Copying the works of others, using peripheral or minor changes, while at the same time retaining
the original idea, without referencing

Copying or adapting part, or all, of the work of another student as one's own, for the purpose of
any form of course requirements, including presentations or other scholarly forms of assessment
Cooperating or being complicit with other students in the sharing and copying of answers,
including during examinations

Contract cheating, involving the payment for, or ordering of, essays, software and other material for
submission as one's own work or ideas

Self-plagiarism, involving the re-submission of work previously submitted for assessment
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