
Professional Commitment 
When students enter the Four-Year MD program, they take an academic oath reciting the following 
professional commitment at the White Coat Ceremony: 

“Today is the beginning of my medical education as a physician. I acknowledge my responsibility to 
continue the pursuit of knowledge and understanding until that day when I will cease to be a 
practicing physician. 

I am entering training for a noble profession in which my interest must always be subservient to those 
who may seek my assistance. I must be ever conscious of the value of my fellow health professionals 
and treat them with respect at all times. My classmates at St. George’s University are now my 
colleagues, and I owe to them the same support and encouragement to achieve their goals as I hope 
to receive from them. I will work alongside my colleagues and professors with tolerance, compassion, 
and honesty. 

I acknowledge my obligation to adhere to the University Honor Code, and to conduct myself with 
integrity and in an ethical manner at all times henceforth. I shall do all within my power to show in 
myself an example of all that is honorable and good throughout my medical career. It is a privilege to 
have been given the opportunity to become a physician. May I be ever conscious of that privilege and 
never abuse it.” 
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